Gerard Rotonda
January 1, 1936 - April 5, 2020

Gerard (Jerry) Rotonda Jr., 84
Longtime Newark Firefighter
Gerard (Jerry) Rotonda Jr. of Daytona Beach Shores, Florida and Fairfield, New Jersey,
passed away from complications related to COVID-19 on Sunday, April 5, 2020, at St.
Barnabas Medical Center, Livingston, NJ. He was 84 years old. He was the beloved
husband, for 50 years, of the late Dr. Anna Marie (Goione) Rotonda, former Mayor of
Fairfield, NJ. The youngest of three children of the late Gerard and Columbia (Sibilia)
Rotonda, Jerry was born on January 1 (New Year’s Day), 1936, in Newark, NJ. He was
predeceased by his sisters, Marie Negri and Anna Casola. He was a cherished father to
his five children: Jennifer Rotonda of Fairfield, NJ; Anna Marie Strand (husband David) of
Chatham, NJ; Yvonne Smogard (husband David); Gerard Rotonda III (wife Edna); and
Lauren Barbelet (husband Kevin) of Blauvelt, NY. He was adored by his twelve
grandchildren: Jennifer Jones, Allen Jones, Michael Strand, Gianna Strand, Alexandra
Barbelet, Stephen Barbelet, Joseph Smogard (wife Grace), David Smogard, Noel
Smogard, Vincent Smogard, Chloe Rotonda, and Charlotte Rotonda.
Jerry proudly served in the United States Army from 1955 to 1957 and was called back to
duty in 1961. Upon discharge in February 1962, he was employed by the Garden State
Sausage Company, and the Coca-Cola Company, and he partnered at the 7-Up Bottling
Company of Essex. Jerry became a firefighter with the City of Newark, NJ, where he
worked at Truck 10, Truck 6, and the Fire Boat, from 1970 until his retirement in 2000.
Throughout the years, his passion was riding motorcycles, and he was a proud member of
the Blue Knights Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club.
A celebration of his life will be held at a later date. Donations may be made in memory of
Gerard Rotonda Jr. to the Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research, P.O. Box
5014, Hagerstown, MD 21741-5014, or at michaeljfox.org/donate.

Comments

“

Not a day goes by that I still pick up the phone and accidentally call you
Gerard Rotonda III

Gerard Rotonda III - October 08 at 12:10 PM

“

I just want to reach out and send my condolences to your family. I don’t know your
dad. I just watched you say goodbye to him on channel 12 news and I’m in tears. I’m
so glad you were able to “see” your dad and tell him you loved him. When he blinked
twice My heart filled with joy! My aunt also died in the hospital alone on April 4th. We
were able to FaceTime with her too. I’m so grateful that we could do that but, it
breaks my heart that we were not able to be with her. I’m just writing to let you that
I’m sending lots of hugs your way. I’m so glad you had the best father and he is with
you in your wonderful memories of him. God bless you all. Sincerely, Sue-Ellen
McKenna

sue - April 23 at 06:46 AM

“

Thank you for the beautiful note. My condolences to your aunt. Yes we all collect so many
memories and moments. Warmest regards. Gerard III
Gerard - April 25 at 04:23 PM

“

To Gerard III, my great high school friend,
We shared a lot of great times all those years ago in high school and in scouts.
There are a couple of things I remember about your dad. He worked hard to support
his family. He was always welcoming to me whenever I came to your house and/or
swam in your pool. It’s gravy, not sauce. When we were going out in the cold, he
would ask “You guys got your mutandes on?”. (I know it’s pronounced Moo-Dons –
after almost 40 years I had to look up the real spelling). Most importantly, he was a
great father to you and your sisters. I know you will miss him, and I hope your
memories of him will give you comfort. My heartfelt sympathy goes out to you and
your family.
Chris Kolmodin

Chris Kolmodin - April 15 at 08:47 AM

“

Chris. Thank you. This meant a lot, and great memories. Warmest regards. Gerard III
Gerard - April 16 at 04:38 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Robert Luongo - April 13 at 09:14 AM

“

L to R: Rich Ala, Bob Luongo, Jerry, Mario Solo circa 1999 at Sandy Shores Motel,
Daytona Beach during Bike Week
Robert Luongo - April 13 at 09:14 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing the picture Robert. I remember the Sandy Shores. Gerard III
Gerard - April 25 at 04:25 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Gerard Rotonda III - April 12 at 04:35 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Gerard Rotonda III - April 12 at 04:34 PM

“

RIP Uncle Jerry This picture taken at my wedding is very special to me because
it’s of when we were all together celebrating happier times. Now you and my aunt
and mom are reunited in Heaven to live together in eternal peace...You’re our
Guardian Angels you were my favorite uncle and I will miss our FB chats luv
you... until we meet again ~ your niece Lisa

Lisa Giron - April 10 at 04:33 PM

“

It is phenomenal seeing pictures of him and collecting more moments for me. Thanks for
sharing. Warmest regards. Gerard Rotonda III
Gerard - April 10 at 07:19 PM

“

“

Love this! <3 Lauren
Lauren Barbelet - April 11 at 02:14 PM

Micah lit a candle in memory of Gerard Rotonda

Micah - April 09 at 02:39 PM

“

Ma Friend. We love you and we will miss you. You will always be in our hearts. R.I.P
brother.

Micah - April 09 at 02:39 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Lauren Barbelet - April 09 at 11:47 AM

“

We had a lot of good times, and shared great stories that Jerry brought to life with his
wit and passion. Now we have unforgettable memories that will keep him in our
hearts
forever. RIP Ma Friend, Dominick and Penny

Dominick Palumbo - April 07 at 06:47 PM

“

My friend..... Jerry and had I ridden many miles together on our motorcycles. Many
stories were told and memories were made in Daytona, Lake George, Vermont,
Myrtle Beach, York PA and other locations. I'll always remember the "Italian Cake"
and coffee at the fire boat just shooting the crap. RIP my friend you will be missed
but your memory will last forever. And as you always said " Give Him a Him" We will
give you your "Him" at the North Turn during biketoberfest.
Rich Ala

Richard Ala - April 07 at 10:22 AM

“

I will always keep the many happy memories close to my heart .Jerry always looked out for
me riding with the blue knights chapter 7 N. J. He is now riding in heaven with Tony. Angelo
, & pat. God bless you Jerry
Joey Alercio - April 07 at 02:36 PM

“

RIP my dear cousin. Now you're with my beautiful cousin Anna Marie. You will always be in
my heart. Rest peacefully Jerry. Love Susan
Susan Coppola - April 07 at 02:55 PM

“

Ma Friend, Jerry, along with Rich Ala, Tony, Pat, Dom, Duke, Roger, Mario, Gary the old
man. What a time we had. Eating and riding to Vermont, Montreal, Lake George, Daytona.
One of Jerry's kids. Charlie Tubbs
Charlie Tubbs - April 07 at 06:29 PM

“

The North Turn (Once Old Timers) gang will always love and remember you. I still use the
recipes from your cookbook...Edson
Edson Graham - April 08 at 09:53 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Anna Marie Strand - April 07 at 09:49 AM

“

II’ll always remember the story Jerry told me on how he was “fixed up” with Anna Marie. As
he reminisced, he chuckled and had a big smile on his face.
Leslie Wackerman. - April 07 at 10:58 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Anna Marie Strand - April 07 at 09:36 AM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Anna Marie Strand - April 07 at 09:31 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Gerard Rotonda III - April 07 at 12:35 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Gerard Rotonda III - April 07 at 12:34 AM

“

My Dad. Many years ago, I had drinks with my dad before Thanksgiving. We drank
through the night. Then I got in my car and he got in his. While driving home, a state
trooper was driving behind me, pacing me. I was doing 70mph. I didn’t hit my
brakes and was concerned what to do next. All of a sudden, a car came up the
emergency lane, passing the trooper and me, doing 100mph and criss-crossing
across the highway. The cop put on his lights and went around me and chased the
car into the far distance away from me. It was my dad driving that car. He died
yesterday morning of Covid-19. Gerard Rotonda 01/01/36 – 04/05/20.

Gerard Rotonda III - April 06 at 11:17 PM

“

Gerard. I am so very sorry for your loss. The best memory of your Dad for me was the day
you were born. Your Mom and I were going shopping but you had other plans. I had stayed
over so he had to drop her off at the hospital then take me home and go back to her. He
was the best
I'll never forget him especially with his red convertible. RIP sweet cousin.
Susan Coppola - April 07 at 12:09 AM

“

I knew Jerry when I was a member of BK7 back in the late 80's. He was a great guy with a
larger then life persona...not to mention a crazy sense of humor. I'm glad to know that he
was surrounded by a large, loving family. when you feel the wind at your back, take comfort
in knowing that it's Jerry just blowing by.
Rest easy, Jerry and may God comfort your family with their happy memories.
Robert Luongo - April 13 at 08:43 AM

