Marie Varsalona
December 19, 1921 - April 16, 2020

Marie Civita Varsalona
Marie was born on December 19, 1921. She was the second born to a family of 14
children. She was raised in Jersey City, NJ with her parents Carmina and Pasquale
Esposito.
Marie was predeceased by her loving husband of 68 years, Frank Varsalona. He was her
soulmate and she missed him everyday. As well as her son Michael who left us much too
soon, brothers Vito and Butch and sister Ida. I am sure the coffee is on and there is a
large meeting in heaven right now with many hugs and kisses that can’t be given here on
earth.
Marie is survived by her sons Vincent & Lanie, Patrick & Elaine and her daughter Joyce &
Rick Madore. She was a loving grandmother to 12 grandchildren and 15 great
grandchildren. She is also survived by her siblings, Ben and Marilyn, Gerald and Pat,
Fred, Anthony, Rudy and Susie along with many nieces and nephews.
Marie was a born caregiver to her siblings and later to her family. She was a full time
homemaker, always cooking and cleaning. She loved to crochet, read and have tea and
cookies with her family. She loved going over her mail. Everything had to be clean and in
place. If someone came over, I can still hear her say, “Put the coffee on and get something
on the table.”
Marie moved from Jersey City to Lyndhurst and then to Jackson, Nj. She later moved in
with her daughter Joyce, Rick and her grandchildren when her loving husband Frank
passed. Tina took off from work to be with her special friend, her Grandma. Always calling
and caring because of their special bonds. Nick called 3-4 times a day to check in or show
up to the hospital because she was so special to him. And Maria, who checked in on her,
talked with her to make her feel better and always making sure she was okay. I know she
would thank them a million times for their special love.
Our family was with her that special day God called her to him. We held her tight, all
together, the way she would have wanted as she went peacefully at home. She knew she
was loved and we know how much she loved us. We thank God and are so happy for all
of the wonderful memories with her. We know that all our family and friends are affected

by this loss and can’t mourn appropriately due to the unfortunate timing. We will have a
memorial to honor the life of Marie Varsalona at a later date.

Cemetery
Holy Cross Cemetery
340 Ridge Road
North Arlington, NJ, 07031

Comments

“

Sorry this backwards - Please read second part first

Daniel - April 24 at 09:52 PM

“

Season would pass to season and good living paid off. As the family continued to
grow her love would grow. Now with grandchildren, nieces, nephews, grand nieces
and nephews, and all of their spouses, Marie seemed to have an endless interest
and endless love for each and every one. It would seem that she could keep track of
all the doings and events of scores of family members and would never fail to keep
up to date. Along with the joys of life, during this period she endured all of life's
challenges, loss of loved ones especially her son, disappointment when people were
not as loving as they could be, health issues, and ultimately the loss of her beloved
Frank. Through all of life’s challenges she displayed courage and grace, always
persevering love intact, always forgiving, always building bridges. Many people
would find her capacity for kindness and understanding to be unattainable, but she
made it look easy.
Years added upon years and Marie was blessed as love grew around her.
Grandchildren in turn brought great grandchildren and an ever expanding extended
family allowed Marie to see how her love that she brought forth from childhood was
spreading. Healthy lifestyle absent of vice brought her the reward of life extended.
She was blessed in her diamond years to be shown the limitless love of those closest
to her and to know in her heart she was deeply loved by those who were not.
For nearly a century Marie Esposito Varslaona was a beacon of love and a light for
all of us to be guided by. Marie did not have to speak about love or even mention the
word because she was glowing so brightly you could see her beacon through the
darkness. She wanted nothing more then for us to see that light in ourselves and
shine it on those around us.
Now with that beacon still shining brightly from the great beyond Marie will always be
with us. The love she shinned on us is continuing to grow brighter as we reflect her
love into the world. The light of love can never be extinguished because love and
light go on forever.

Daniel - April 24 at 09:50 PM

“

Elegy for Marie

God is Good, God is Great, God is Love. Only by the grace of God may we go. On
December 19 in the year of our Lord 1921 God brought Love into the world. From
that day forward Marie Civita Esposito was God’s Love manifest on Earth. As a
young girl Marie grew love in this world by nurturing and protecting her younger
siblings. She shared her natural love with everyone around her and from those early

days in her youth set the example of how we all can love unconditionally.
Unconditional love is a wisdom greater than self and in this way Marie was wisest of
all, for she showed us the extent of her love unconditionally above all else. At an age
far too young she was taken from school and put to work in a laundry. Marie loved
school and wanted to continue her education. She loved numbers and had a
naturally mathematical and analytical mind. Regardless she embraced hard work as
a duty and expression of love for her family. In the years to follow she would mature
as would her love. It was during this time that she met Frank; himself also the
greatest expression of God’s love on Earth. Together they would grow and spread
love wherever they went, you could just feel it when they entered the room….you can
still feel it now. It was not long until their love grew and their family grew with that
love.
Now Marie Varsalona, over the following years she would nurture and raise four
children; always loyal and faithful to her mother she would continue doing the same
for her several younger siblings. It seemed she had boundless energy to express her
love for her family. Ever present in the kitchen, every present in the laundry, ever
present to every detail of family building and homemaking, Marie excelled at
everything she did and did everything to perfection. Marie did not have hobbies or
interests she had loves; she loved to cook, she loved to travel, she loved
conversation, she loved a good deal, she loved her stories.
As the years went by the family continued to grow and Marie continued to be a
shining example of unconditional love. Exemplifying God’s great commandment to
forgive, time and time again Marie was able to see the good in all people regardless
of faults, regardless of conditions or circumstance, she showed love. Marie’s instincts
to love unconditionally extended to all people regardless of stigma, culture, or what
she may have be taught as a child. Her spiritual maturity was evident in her position
that gay people deserved to be respected and loved despite her church teaching it
was a sin. This is an example of unconditional love that she taught we can all learn
from: Love First. (....continued)
Daniel - April 24 at 09:48 PM

“

I will always remember grandma getting her hair done, telling us to sit at the kitchen
table and eat something, she always had cookies or some type of danish, and tea, of
course. When I was little, I loved all the sweet cereal I got to have at her house.
Grandma Re’s meatballs were always my favorite. I miss her so much. I am so sad I
didn’t make it up to New Jersey to see her one last time. I used to write letters when
we moved to Florida and she wrote back to me. She sewed clothes for my dolls, and
I loved when her and grandpa came down to Florida to visit. I am glad they are
together again, just wish I had the chance to say goodbye. Rest In Peace grandma, I
love you.

Deanna Varsalona - April 23 at 08:41 PM

“

Mom, Grandma, Great Grandma, you were so much to so many leaving us with
memories and love that will last forever.

Paul Varsalona - April 20 at 02:01 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Michele - April 19 at 09:02 AM

“
“

Happy to know sisters will be together again.
Michele - April 19 at 09:07 AM

We are saddened to hear of the passing of aunt Chick.
I have many good memories with aunt Chick over the years. Just like Grandma Esposito,
aunt Chick's memory will follow our family forever.
Our prayers are with the entire family during this trying time.
Until we see everyone again,
Love Donald, Petra, and Moriyah
Donald Esposito - April 19 at 12:58 PM

“

You will forever be in our hearts! We love you Grandma
Nicole, Vinnie, Bella & Vincent

Nicole Gallucci - April 18 at 09:27 PM

“

Lorraine Maresca lit a candle in memory of Marie Varsalona

lorraine maresca - April 18 at 08:42 PM

“

Love you always, Grandma

Nickolas Madore - April 18 at 04:40 PM

“

38 files added to the album LifeTributes

Stellato Funeral Homes - April 18 at 03:37 PM

