Sean Timothy Nelligan
April 10, 1990 - June 16, 2019

Sean Timothy Nelligan, beloved son of Maggie (McMorrow) Nelligan and TJ Nelligan,
passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, June 16th. Sean’s life was a blessing to everyone
who knew him during his twenty-nine wonderful years. He will be sorely missed but we are
grateful for the many cherished memories we have of times spent with him. Sean is
survived by his two adoring sisters, Moira and Meghan; Andrew, who he loved like a
brother; two devoted dogs, Winnie and Ollie, who he endlessly smothered with love; his
loving paternal grandparents, Timothy and Helen Nelligan; and numerous aunts, uncles,
and cousins who love him dearly. Sean will be embraced by his paternal greatgrandmother, Dodee; maternal grandparents, Edward and Mary Jane McMorrow; and his
dog Charlie, who predeceased him. Sean was love and light in everything he did. He
spent his first school years at The Children’s Center, where he was taught and loved by
his favorite teacher and friend, Gail Booth. It was at The Children’s Center where Sean
met his forever friend, Timmy Baird. Sean continued learning, growing and making lifelong
friends at The Midland School, where he enjoyed creating a school-wide American Idol
bracket, along with his teacher, Mrs. Tauscher. After graduating, Sean began working with
his dad at Nelligan Sports Marketing, bringing his vast knowledge and enthusiasm for
sports to work every day. He also began his 10-year career at The Montville Inn, where he
worked alongside one of his dearest friends, Bobby Fredericks. He had great fun meeting
and greeting new and old friends. In the last year, Sean began attending The Center for
Enhancing Abilities in Cedar Knolls, NJ. His favorite activities at the center included yoga,
poetry, and especially dance class, which he never wanted to end. Sean often let his mom
know that picking him up early wasn’t an option. Sean was a Special Olympics athlete
participating in track & field, bocce, soccer, bowling, and basketball, which was his
favorite. As an enthusiastic player for the STORM team, Sean was as much a team player
as he was the team’s biggest cheerleader, always handing out high-fives. Sean was the
inspiration for Morristown-Beard’s annual charity basketball game, spearheaded by his
sister, Meghan, now an alumna. Continuing into its seventh year, this event is all about the
mutual love, respect, and support STORM and MBS have for one another and is the
highlight of the year for both teams. Sean personified pure love and acceptance, his bright
smile and positive attitude spread happiness to everyone who crossed his path. Aside

from his dedication to Special Olympics and The Montville Inn, Sean was a tried and true
New York sports fan, never missing a Giants or Yankees game. Sean was the family’s goto person for anyone who wanted to talk sports, knowing everything from the weekly
football scores to the new guy on third base. Sean’s taste was all-encompassing, he could
happily go right from watching a Yankees game to laughing along to Impractical Jokers.
He equally adored exciting sports outings with his dad and sitting in his favorite spot on
the couch, watching a movie with his whole family and surprising us with his
understanding of questionable R-rated jokes. We hope everyone remembers those simple
lessons that Sean gave us: to be happy, accepting, and have a pure love of life. If you
were lucky enough to receive one of Sean’s day-changing bear hugs, pass one on in his
memory. A memorial service and celebration of Sean’s life will be held on Saturday, June
29th from 11 am to 3 pm at Park Avenue Club, 184 Park Avenue, Florham Park, NJ.
Casual attire, as Sean would want it. The eulogy service will begin at 11:30 am and will be
followed by time to share memories of Sean. We would love for everyone to bring their
favorite story or memory. In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to Sean’s beloved
Special Olympics Basketball team, STORM:
Special Olympics New Jersey
STORM Basketball Team
1 Eunice Kennedy Shriver Way
Lawrence Township, NJ 08648
Envelopes addressed to the Special Olympics STORM team will be available at the
memorial service. Arrangements under the direction of Ippolito-Stellato Funeral Home, 7
Two Bridges Road, Fairfield.

Comments

“

I will never forget the laughter and light Sean brought to the Children’s Center. He
and his classmates in Miss Gail’s class taught us all so many lessons of love,
laughter and friendship. My sincere condolences to a wonderful loving and very
special family. Love edee

Edee Levey - June 28, 2019 at 04:15 PM

“

Maggie, TJ, Moira and Meghan words cannot express how so sorry we are. Being a
part of Sean’s world in Special Olympics for a short time was an honor. His
enthusiasm, smile and positive outlook on everything he did made me want to be in
his world just for a day.
I couldn’t wait for him to walk in the bowling alley each week with that huge smile and
know he was not going to use bumpers to bowl. What an accomplish for him!
What a lucky young man he was to have had such loving and supportive family and
friends that only wanted the best for him!
Please know that Sean has touched so many people’s lives in so many ways, had so
many friends, and taught us a thing or two in life.
I only hope that each day moving forward gets alittle better knowing how many loved
and will miss this fine young man and his love for life.
Our love and sympathy,
Tami, Neil, Heather and Chris

Tami Mosee - June 21, 2019 at 07:56 AM

“

Rip my friend, Now everyone that knows you has a new Angel looking over us!!

Ryan Sinatra - June 20, 2019 at 09:41 PM

“

Dear Meghan and the whole Nelligan family,
I cannot imagine how you are feeling right now. I am so so sorry for your loss. From
what I knew of Sean he was such a light, just a purely happy individual that made the
world a better place simply by living in it.
I remember the basketball, the high fives, the hugs, the smiles, but what I remember
most clearly is your love for Sean. The volume of love you had for him -- I swear it
was a tangible entity. And it manifested itself in the most beautiful ways!! A love like
that is really rare. You have to be a really special person to love someone like that,
and you have to be a really special person to evoke that kind of love from someone.
That was you and Sean.
I will never forget that and it was an honor to witness.
The world needs more people like our brothers. They bring unapologetic happiness
and love to everyone who has the privilege of being a part of their life. I cannot put
into words how sorry I am for your tragic loss -- God bless you, and God bless your
angel Sean.
Love always, Blake Kernen

Blake Kernen - June 20, 2019 at 09:37 AM

“

Words cannot express how sorry I am. Sean was a beautiful young man. I will continue to
keep the whole family in my thoughts and prayers. Rest peacefully Sean.
Love, Kim Torsiello
kim torsiello - June 20, 2019 at 06:31 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Prayers for you and family.

Beverly Mastrangelo - June 20, 2019 at 09:31 AM

“

Uppermost in my mind, after learning of Sean's passing, is the morning this past
spring when he came to Morristown-Beard School to promote the annual Special
Olympics Basketball Game at an all-school meeting. After popping into the theater
classroom, and giving me one of his wonderfully big hugs, he proudly showed me his
new "Storm" team jersey. He could hardly contain his excitement. I will remember
that moment, and Sean, always.

Susan Speidel - June 19, 2019 at 11:20 PM

“

Jacob and I remember Sean as everyone else does, always smiling and loving life
and filled with with joy! Jacob remembers riding the bus daily with Sean to Midland. I
will never forget his smile everyday on that bus and the many high fives I got from
him. He did love sports and kept me informed as the seasons went from one sport to
another. Jacob's and my thoughts are with you all. Our hearts are broken but we
celebrate the wonderful life he had and all the joy and love he gave to others! Melinda and Jacob Jennis

Melinda Jennis - June 19, 2019 at 09:50 PM

“

Maggie, T.J. and family,
I have fond memories of Sean and your family, when he was a polite, young boy
attending the Children's Center For Therapy and Learning, now known as PG
Chambers School, in Cedar Knolls, NJ. Sean always had a big smile on his face,
friendly personality, and was a delight to engage in conversation! God bless your
family. Sincerely, Arlene M. Sklow, Speech Therapist

Arlene M. Sklow - June 19, 2019 at 01:16 PM

“

To dear Maggie, T. J., Moira and Meghan
Our heart felt sympathy goes out to you all on the sudden sad passing of your beloved son
and brother Sean. May you all find peace in knowing that Sean is no longer suffering but is
now safe in the arms of our creator.
Our love goes out to you all
Pina, Rebecca, Dan, Milani, Alecia, Dale, Aaron, & Ashley..
Pina Peel - June 20, 2019 at 08:30 AM

“

Sean was such a kind hearted young man. His smile lit up the room. I had the privilege of
working with him at Midland. I’m so sorry for your loss.
Karen Hrank
karen - June 21, 2019 at 07:16 AM

“

.JJ and family.. I just found out about Sean. Know that my thoughts and prayers are with
you. I am going to tell Paul this afternoon and I know he will take it hard, but Sean will be in
his p rd prayers. God bless you all. Ann Butera
Ann Butera - June 21, 2019 at 12:35 PM

