Thomas J. Toscano
December 13, 1936 - February 23, 2020

Toscano, Thomas J., 83, of Hackensack, New Jersey, passed away on Sunday, February
23, 2020. Beloved husband of Angela "Chickie" (nee Altieni) Toscano. Loving father of
Renee Sisca and Thomas Toscano II. Cherished grandfather of Samantha, Eddie, Tom III
and Sophia. Mr. Toscano was born and raised in Palisades Park, and enjoyed his summer
home in Surf City, Long Beach Island, New Jersey. He was a United States Army veteran.
Tom was exposed early on to public service through his father who was a Palisades Park
Mayor, Councilman and Planning Board member. In his own right, Tom was a member of
the Palisades Park zoning board of adjustment, the planning board and the recreation
commission. As a member of the pool commission, he supervised the design and
construction of the Palisades Park swimming complex. Tom initiated his public work
experience at the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, supervising engineering
field office personnel and being responsible for contract administration. While there, he
participated in the construction of the George Washington Bridge bus station and George
Washington Bridge deck rehabilitation, new substations for the PATH railroad and Journal
Square transportation center, updating of the Port Authority bus terminal, and the major
rehabilitation of structural steel, bridge roadways and approach roads to the Goethals,
Outerbridge and Bayonne Bridges. Tom was appointed a commissioner of the Bergen
County Utilities Authority (BCUA) and served as Commission Chairman. He directed the
development of the BCUA's first resource recovery project and the first recycling program.
Eventually appointed the BCUA's Deputy Director, his duties and responsibilities included
the management of the day-to-day operations of the wastewater treatment plant, transfer
station, solid waste planning and recycling household hazardous waste programs. Tom
went on to work as the Director of Operations for the City of Hackensack, taking all of his
experience in solid waste planning, wastewater, construction and transportation, and
putting it to work for the city. He provided oversight of all public works areas including
environmental, infrastructure, construction, transportation, wastewater, solid waste and
parks projects. Tom provided independent consultant services to public and private sector
agencies and companies in the areas of engineering and construction services, and
public-private partnerships. He held fire official and housing code licenses from the New
Jersey Department of Community Affairs. A former member of the New Jersey Tidelands

Resource Council, Tom was also a legislative aide to former Assembly members Rose
Heck and Patrick Roma, and a former member and Chairman of Districts 36 and 38, and
was a former Palisades Park Republican Municipal Chairman. He was the Hackensack
Republican Municipal Chairman, the District 37 Chairman, and was a member of the
BCRO Policy and Steering Committees. Funeral Thursday 9AM from the Hunt-Stellato
Funeral Home, 1601 Palisade Avenue, Fort Lee. Funeral Mass 10AM St. Nicholas R.C.
Church. Entombment Madonna Mausoleum. Friends will be received Wednesday 4-8PM.
Donations may be made to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis TN 38105. Send condolences to stellatofuneralhomes.com.
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Comments

“

I met Tom through politics. From our very first meeting he began coaching me and
encouraging me to work hard and "keep your eyes open".
He clearly was a good friend and mentor.
I will certainly miss him....My deepest sympathy to his wife and family…
God Bless you, Tom.
Don Diorio

Don Diorio - February 29 at 11:28 AM

“

"I yam what I yam"... and he was a dear friend who made life just a little more fun, or
a lot! I will never forget the stories he told, or the ones that we made. It was always
an adventure. My condolences to his beloved family. Rest in peace Tom.

Stephanie Jo Shellenberger - February 28 at 02:30 AM

“

My condolences, Tom was a class act.

Dan Cario - February 26 at 11:21 PM

“

101 files added to the album LifeTributes

Stellato Funeral Homes - February 26 at 08:53 AM

“

My deepest condolences to Chickie, Renee, and Tommy. Tom was always kind and
generous. May he rest in peace. I will keep you all in my prayers. Love, Denise
Zadina

Denise Zadina - February 25 at 07:11 PM

“

Tommy, Renee, and Chickie,
Words can not express the kind of the man your dad was . He'd offer you a story or
two and relate it to your present day . He was always there for you especially if you
were a candidate and always offered around advice. I remember being your
paperboy way back ( when The Record was actually delivered to houses) and when
he'd come to door he'd always pay 2 weeks to a month ahead and tell you keep the
rest. I offer you all my deepest sympathies and heartfelt condolences for your loss
and a loss for all of Bergen County. May you be guided in strength during this difficult
time .

Michael Mattessich - February 25 at 06:06 PM

“

Chickie I’m so sorry to hear about Tom both of you have been a great friends of mine
for over 25 years and the memories that I have will last my lifetime although I’m in
Florida you know my prayers are with you BOBBY CIMMINO

robert cimmino - February 25 at 12:20 AM

“

Bergen County Republican Organization Chairman Jack Zisa and the entire BCRO
family express great sadness and extend heartfelt condolences to the family of Tom
Toscano on his untimely passing on Feb. 23, 2020.
Tom was larger than life. He had such a good heart. He was incredibly generous, and
would do anything to help someone in need, whether he just met them or had been
friends with them for years. He had great stories to tell about his life experiences,
and tell them he did! His obituary speaks to Tom’s GOP activism since 1958, when
he came onto the county scene.
The Bergen and New Jersey GOP have lost a great friend, supporter, advocate and
advisor.
A proud U.S. Army veteran and American Legion member, Tom was truly “for God
and Country.”
We are all richer for having known you. Rest in peace.

Bergen County Republican Organization - February 24 at 09:13 PM

“

Kathy Grisback lit a candle in memory of Thomas J. Toscano

Kathy Grisback - February 24 at 07:58 PM

“

I only knew Tom in the last decade of his life, but I am proud to call him one of my
best friends over that time, and was very happy to work with him these last 8 months
at the Kearny MUA. His honesty, sincerity and wisdom were refreshing in the current
world of government and politics, and I am a better person and public servant for
having known and worked with him. He was one of a kind, last of a dying breed, as
the saying goes, and that is why I will miss him so much. His family was his pride and
joy, but public service was his life's calling, and I feel blessed to have shared some of
that. With greatest love and sympathy, Gregg F. Paster

Gregg Paster - February 24 at 04:11 PM

“

Dear Chickie, so very sorry to hear of Tom’s passing. Memories of Pal Park come flooding
back and of all the blood, sweat and tears of a bygone era. It was a great ride

Our

deepest sympathy to you and all of your beautiful family. Our daughter Stacey represents
us as I am having surgery on the 25th or we would be there. Our thoughts, love and
prayers are with you all.
Rita and Anthony Antine
rita antine - February 25 at 08:10 AM

