Richard J. Ingraffia
February 2, 1939 - March 25, 2021

Richard J. Ingraffia, 82, of Lyndhurst, New Jersey, passed away on Thursday, March 25,
2021. Beloved and loyal husband of Jean Ingraffia. Loving and providing father of Richard
"Rick" Ingraffia, Jr. & Michele, Michael Ingraffia, and Marianne Nicholas. Dear brother of
Joseph Ingraffia, Joan Schober, and Mary Ann Collins. Cherished and proud grandfather
of Michael R., Nicole & fianceé Nicholas, Alaina & husband Jessie, Jackie, Tommy, Brian,
Michael and Luke.
Rich or “Richie” was born in New York City, ultimately residing in Lyndhurst for the past 57
years with his wife Jean, to whom he was married for 62 years. He was civic-minded,
serving a number of years as President of Lyndhurst Little League and later on the
township Planning Board. He had a storied career in the Air Freight Industry, working 38
years for Emery Worldwide, and then an additional 23 years for DHL/Air Express
International, retiring as Vice-President of Logistics, and then working in a consulting role
for contract negotiations through 2016. He was appreciated and well-respected by
company colleagues and employees, and Teamsters Union Representatives alike. AEI
honored him at his retirement by unveiling the newly named Richard J Ingraffia Building at
its Kennedy Airport complex. Avid bowler, golfer, gardener and New York Rangers fan,
Rich was a member of the infamous Independent Men’s Club in his early adult years,
enjoying picnics, outings and softball with family and friends, and the occasional Sunday
morning beer after the games. Dad, to all of us, you were the best ever!
Funeral Monday 9:30AM from the Ippolito-Stellato Funeral Home, 425 Ridge Road,
Lyndhurst. Funeral Mass 10:30AM Sacred Heart R.C. Church. Cremation private. Friends
will be received Sunday 2-6PM. In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Kaleidoscope
of Hope Foundation, PO Box 1124, Madison NJ 07940.
To watch Mr. Ingraffia’s Funeral Mass live please click the link below
https://fb.me/e/1qc0ttUSt

Events
MAR
28

Visitation

02:00PM - 06:00PM

Ippolito-Stellato Funeral Home
425 Ridge Rd Lyndhurst, NJ US 07071, Lyndhurst, NJ, US, 07071

MAR
29

Mass

10:30AM

Sacred Heart R.C. Church
324 Ridge Road, Lyndhurst, NJ, US, 07071

Comments

“

I worked for Richie at Emery in Dayton, got to know he and his wife Jean quite well,
and also his daughter Marianne whe they were here. He was a kind and gracious
leader and a fine friend whom I will miss. RIP

Don Mounce - March 30 at 05:08 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Rich always waved and said hello to me from across
Wilson Ave, the same way I remember Marianne always would to me before you
moved.( Marianne, I always thought you were the coolest when I was younger and
think it’s part how I ended up in California -half kidding!). It’s the same wave Mike
would give me when I was visiting my Nana and the same wave and friendly hello
Rick would give me when he saw me at basketball games at Queen of Peace and all
over the “old neighborhood” as my Uncle Frank would say.
I look forward to your friendly waves and hugs.
Jean, I am so sorry for your loss. It’s incredible to know of a love that lasts forever in
sickness and in health. I miss you, your laugh and your warm smile and hope to see
you when it’s safe.
May you all find comfort and strength in the warmth and caring of friends and family,
Nicole Sojkowski

Nicole Sojkowski - March 30 at 01:12 AM

“

Heartfelt condolences to the entire Ingraffia family at this difficult time. Fond
memories of Richie while living in the house next door for my entire childhood.
John & Robin Delaney

John Delaney - March 28 at 05:39 PM

“

Barbara Sherry lit a candle in memory of Richard J. Ingraffia

Barbara Sherry - March 28 at 04:01 PM

“

My condolences to the Ingraffia family, heard many great memories from his
grandson Michael my good friend and hope to hear many more

Chris Castillero - March 28 at 10:13 AM

“

Richie was everyone’s friend. I first met him at Emery Air Freight in Newark 1972;
Almost 50 years ago. It’s a complicated network of Union and Management but he
knew how to work both ends. He understood both sides and he was well respected.
Many strikes, contract negotiations, mediations and arbitration’s. I was there and he
worked the room. No one was more well known or popular in the Labor industry
Teamsters than the one and only RJI. After Emery he went to AEI and his solid
reputation followed. Besides the airport JFK being named after a U.S. President, RJI
has a building named after him.
The “Richard I. Ingraffia Building”. He earned and deserved that respect. My friend I
will miss you and your friendship and kind words in times of need. Now is my time to
extend my deep heartfelt sympathy to the entire Ingraffia family. Their is an extra star
in the sky tonight. God Bless You All.

Barbara Sherry - March 27 at 09:25 PM

“

The big right-hander should be enshrined in the Lyndhurst Softball Hall of Fame. He
was a combination of Bob Gibson and Greg Maddux, Fierce and intelligent. I could
never hit him. Great Dad, friend and neighbor. Wilson Avenue forever. He will be
missed but not not forgotten. Condolences to Jean and family.
Frank Herrmann

Frank Herrmann - March 27 at 06:40 PM

“

Lori Wartel lit a candle in memory of Richard J. Ingraffia

Lori Wartel - March 27 at 04:10 PM

“

My Godfather, Uncle and friend. We suffered together hoping for championships for
our Jets and Rangers. Thank God Richie was smart enough to root for the Yankees
over my Mets. I will missed him as the last 12 months has robbed us of many
beautiful people, none more beautiful the Uncle Richie. Prayers to Aunt Jeannie and
my cousins.

Paddy Taylor - March 27 at 02:17 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the Ingraffia family. Mr. I was an instrumental part of the
great enjoyment we had playing softball for the IMC. His presence and calmness on
the field helped keep all of us younger more fervent players from getting out of hand.
My fondest memory of Mr. I was during a game when I got overly excited and
someone on the other team was coming at me and as I was stepping forward this
giant hand came on my shoulder and quietly said "step back I have this". A few
words that I expect exemplified how Mr. I lived his life.
Bill Soltmann

Bill Soltmann - March 27 at 10:17 AM

“

I was lucky enough to grow up across the street from this family. Growing up on
Wilson Ave meant you had not just one Dad and Mom, you had the whole
neighborhood watching out for you. To this day 50+ years later I still call Michael one
of my best friends, my heart aches for his family.

Mike Rich - March 26 at 04:31 PM

“

You brought me to tears Mike.
Thank you for your love & support throughout our lifetime friendship.
My Dad thought very highly of you as a friend of our entire family.
Thank you for the genuine kindness and Respect you always had for Dad.
Michael Ingraffia - March 27 at 12:49 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Stellato Funeral Homes - March 26 at 02:41 PM

“

My condolences to the family,he was a good friend & neighbor,I will miss you my
friend.

Butch & Bonnie - March 26 at 11:53 AM

“

Rich, One of the last remaining friends of Sonny & I. Will always remember the fun
we all had at parties, bowling weekends, bowling tournament trips, baseball games
down Lyndhurst park on Sundays & little league games with the kids. Promise I will
always keep in touch with Jean & prayers are with her & your wonderful family.
Please give Sonny & all the rest who have gone before you a big hug for us!!!! RIP
Love, Rita.

Rita Brattole - March 26 at 11:40 AM

“

PATRICIA VECCHIONE lit a candle in memory of Richard J. Ingraffia

PATRICIA VECCHIONE - March 26 at 08:13 AM

“
“

I am so heartbroken for all of you! Beautiful Family. RIP Rich
PATRICIA VECCHIONE - March 26 at 08:14 AM

Rich was by boss at AEI JFK, we shared a birthday. My role was new to him but he
embraced it, a lovely man.
Janice Oliver - March 26 at 06:15 PM

“

Uncle Richie you will be missed by many. You were the Rock of the family and always there
for everyone.
We Love you and say Hi to the family in Heave for us.
carol willcoxson - March 29 at 03:01 PM

